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MOVE

Pyramid extension with the wow factor
There was so much attention to detail applied to the extension of
this south Dublin home, it even has a gift-wrapping station

Linda Daly

April 29 2018, 12:01am, The Sunday Times

The large space contains living, dining and kitchen areas and has been insulated to soften its
acoustics
DONAL MURPHY

Architect Patricia Mangan found herself in an unusual situation
when she was called in to design an extension for a south
Dublin house in 2016. It was already immaculate — an architect-
designed extension had been built in 2003 and it had featured
in Ireland’s Homes Interiors and Living magazine in 2007.

“I said to the owner, it’s one house I won’t be doing the ‘before
and after’ shots of, as it was the most impeccable home with a
beautiful extension. But it didn’t work for their changing needs,
and that’s why it was revisited,” she says.
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The owners, a professional couple whose two children have
flown the nest, wanted a large, one-room extension added to
their early 20th-century, redbrick home, which appears on the
list of protected structures.

Mangan designed the extension with a pyramid-style roof that looks good both outside and in
BARRY CRONIN

The 2003 extension had a flat roof with three levels and was
divided into di�erent areas, so the flow did not work. Mangan’s
brief was to create a space that you could be comfortable in on
your own, as a couple or with a crowd.

The new addition is a 10 metre-wide room with hidden service
areas tucked away. The house’s original entrance is spectacular,
with period detailing, a double-height space and walls lined
with art, so Mangan wanted to create something that had the
same wow factor. She achieved it.
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Floor-to-ceiling doors link the space to the garden
DONAL MURPHY

From the main entrance hall, you walk into a lower, dark space,
bordered by walnut wall panelling, before arriving in an ultra-
bright room with a double-height pyramidal roof, wall-to-wall
glazed doors and butt-jointed corner windows that bring the
Paul Doyle-landscaped back garden right into the room.

“The engineers worked hard on the windows, to create a 10-
metre span without any columns,” says Mangan. “They wanted
it to be as minimal as possible to get the full expanse of the
garden. It’s a great garden with fantastic width.”

She felt the flat roof was inappropriate for the site, and the
owners wanted height, so she designed a pyramidal roof that
was as aesthetically pleasing from the outside as it was from the
inside, because it would be visible from the half-landing in the
original house.

“By going with a pyramidal roof you were still able to achieve
views from the landing and achieve the height inside,” says
Mangan. “Also the view from above, looking onto the zinc-clad
roof as opposed to the flat roof, was felt to be more attractive.”
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The double-height entrance to the early 20th-century home
DONAL MURPHY

Large roof lights let light in and o�set a stu�y, conservatory-like
feel, while a heat-recovery ventilation system was installed and
a pocket door was added to the side to allow for cross-
ventilation.

The extension’s facade is clad in heavy stone of a higher spec
than for most other residential builds, giving a solid feel to
match the sturdiness of the original build. The flat part of the
roof, just under the landing window, is laid in grey decking.
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The original house already has several reception rooms, and the
new extension contains three living spaces, in the form of
living, dining and kitchen areas.

The owner had a “fear” of big open spaces, so the room was
provided with good acoustics, thanks to special insulation that
was put into the roof. “With the space, because it is large and
has a mix of hard and soft surfaces with stone counters, we
have an acoustic ceiling,” says Mangan.

The new addition is a 10 metre-wide room with hidden service areas tucked away

“It was a pain — and expensive — but totally worth it,” says the
owner. “In the old room, which wasn’t half as big, if I rang home
I’d know they were in the kitchen when they answered by the
sound, whereas now I don’t. There’s nothing worse than an
echoing sound.”

Interior designer Helen Turkington was engaged to furnish the
living areas — and won a battle to get the perfect sized sofas in
the place. Furniture maker Cillian Ó Súilleabháin was hired to
make the dining room table, which he put together at the house.
Porter & Jones, a luxury kitchen company in Dublin, was
brought in to do the kitchen. The company designed a

MENU wednesday october 10 2018

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/welcome-to-the-times-and-the-sunday-times-new-online-comments-b06slgtrn
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/


10/10/2018 Pyramid extension with the wow factor | Ireland | The Sunday Times

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/pyramid-extension-with-the-wow-factor-r3xln399n 6/9

contemporary, handle-less model with titanium profile
detailing to the units. It used a contrasting dark timber and
matte white lacquer to create a luxurious feel in the living area.
The worktops and side gables were finished in quartz. The
owner would not say how much was spent, but kitchens such as
this start at €40,000.

“I knew what I wanted,” says the owner. “I hated the glossy
units of my old kitchen and I wanted handle-less ones, the big
kitchen counter, and worktops and presses that were easy to
clean. I wanted everything covered. I didn’t want to see
anything.”

If creating the right living space was important, then getting the
storage right was even more critical. The fridge-freezer, co�ee
area, cooker and utility spaces are all hidden behind a wall of
walnut presses.

Porter & Jones, a luxury kitchen company in Dublin, was brought in to do the kitchen
DONAL MURPHY

“Storage is huge in this house,” says Mangan. “The owners had a
very definitive list of things that had to be stored, and we had to
design around it.”
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The list of must-haves included a supersized wine cellar, an
inside dog kennel, a cupboard that was the perfect size for an
ironing board and Dyson vacuum cleaner, and even a gift-
wrapping station. “They all laughed at the gift-wrapping
station,” says the owner, “ but my thing was, I’m doing this to
live in this house for the next 20 years at least, and I wanted to
futureproof it.”

The project started in March 2016 and was completed in
October that year. It also included an attic conversion and a
walk-in wardrobe.

“We’re 16 months in it now and there isn’t one thing I’d change
or one thing that I think we’ve missed,” adds the owner.

Many visitors fail to spot the limited-edition Andy Warhol
screenprint depicting the Wicked Witch of the West hanging in
the hall until they are leaving the house. It is a sign of the sense
of fun that the owners have, but also it seems as though she is
cackling at the fact that this house has it all. Not many do.
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